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Specification 
Abstract 

Mothodo and - apparatuo for documentation, analyoio -r 
auditing, aooounting, protection, registration, — aed 
verification o£ trade ocoroto arc diBoloood* — Information 
relating to a trade secret , including the trade ooorct'o 
identification, description, koyworda, oourco, creation 
date, - creation location, — value > — depreciation moth er? — feha - oat 
of theft; moaourca—f - or protection; patentability, — ootimatod 
life expectancy, the type of trade secret - combination 
analyaia - , — and data aoooodatod with - frhc oix faotoro of a 
trade secret ac oot forth in Section 757 of the Firot 
Rcotatcmcnt of Tortc, is entered into the computer system. 
Additional i lnformation concerning the management of the 
trade secret , including legal ' reviewer, legal review date, 
legal review schedule -? — bucinooo reviewer j buaincoo review 
datO/ ' -buoincoo review ochcdulc, — va - li - d - i - ty otatuo, — oourcQ 
status, — and licencing otatuo > is entered into the computer 
system. Further' i lnformation concerning the compan y, such 
ac company locations, — company gxoupo, departments, — asad 
divioiono and their hierarchical ' relationships, and further 
■ information concerning the ompl - oycos including 1 loo &tedei» 
employed, and group, department, and divioion employed, is 
aloo entered into the computer system. The computer system 
archives and timestamps the data entered- The system 
performs analysis of the data, producing graphs and reports 
for the purposes of documentation, analysis, auditing, 
accounting, and protection of the trade secrets. These 
analycoc include anal y ooo of the valueo of trade — soorots , 
the ranking of tr a de ooercto, tho adequacy of ■ gqa^sHgj r fe y 
measure^ -? — fc fcg — e - x - poouro o£— employees to ■ fc - ya - dc ocoroto, — en*4 
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other analyses rolovant to the protection of trade aocrot 
aoaoto . The computer system registers the trade secret 
with a computer system operated by a trusted third-party 
through the use of unique identification codes. The third- 
party computer system records the existence of the trade 
secret and the associated unique identification codes 
without roaoiving any dccodablo trade accret informations 
The ■■ tehi - rd party computer ayotom and issues a trade secret 
certificate, which can be used by the trade secret 
originating company and other firms to verify the 
existence, ownership, and registration date of the trade 
secret-; — Tho - un^quc identification codoo maintained by the 
truotod-third - party oan bo wsed to verif y and the trade 
secret data at a later date. 
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